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ST. PETER CLAVER CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

At St. Peter Claver we are a community of faith made up of  
parishioners who uphold the Catholic tradition. We believe in a  
community, which supports families and children, transcending  
racial, economic, and geographic boundaries for the purpose of  
worship, religious education, outreach and fellowship. St. Peter  
Claver promotes a worship environment that is visually and spiritually  
Afrocentric. The Eucharist is the source of the energy that moves us to  
community service and evangelization. This is done in concert with other 
Christian communities under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

MARCH 22, 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

“ So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that  
you always hear me; but because of the crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.” And  
when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied hand and  
foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.”  
— JOHN 11:41–44 ”

Juan de Barroeta
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ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
485 West Fourth Street  
Lexington, KY 40508
Phone: (859) 254–0030
Web: cdlex.org/stpeterclaver
Email: stpeterclaver@cdlex.org

Office Hours
Tuesday–Friday: 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

After-hours Emergency
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  (609) 457–0034
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE  
OF LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv.
1310 West Main Street
Lexington, KY 40508
Phone: (859) 253–1993  •  Web: cdlex.org

PARISH STAFF
BUSINESS MANAGER
Christina Weathers  •  cweathers@cdlex.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Karen Baumgartner  •  kbaumgartner@cdlex.org

PARISH LIFE DIRECTOR & LITURGY
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org

SCRIPTURE STUDY
Deacon Eddie Grider  •  (859) 312–7860
egrider@cdlex.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (DRE)
Maria Fischer-Boothe  •  (859) 227–2319  
mgfischerboothe2012@gmail.com

YOUNG ADULTS
NA

SACRAMENTS 
Infant Baptism
If you’re interested in having your infant or  
child baptized, please contact the office at 
(859) 254–0030 for parent preparation class 
information. Classes are held as needed.

Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the Sick can be received 
periodically at the Sunday Liturgy and upon 
request. For emergencies, please call Fr. Damian 
Anumba at (609) 457–0034. Please notify the 
parish office for visits or communion calls to the 
sick and shut-ins.

Pastor
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  Danumba@cdlex.org

Deacon 
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org

Weekday Mass Schedule
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5 p.m.
NEW MASS  Thursday: Noon  •  Holy Days: 5 p.m.

Weekend Mass Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Saturdays: 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 
4th Saturday: (No Mass) 
Sunday: 10 a.m. Gospel Mass; 1 p.m. (Congolese 
Mass) 

MASS LIVE STREAM
https://tinyurl.com/yhj4ea67

YOUTH CYO EVENTS	
Elnoel Akwa

CHOIR MUSICIANS
Michael Elery (Choir Leader: (859) 619–8502)  
Charles Little, Xana Plum

FINANCE COUNCIL
Jerry Cheatham (Chair)
Committee Members: Sarah Turley, David Young,  
Amy O. Daniel, Christina Weathers

FUNDRAISING/FINANCE MEMBERS 
James Keene, Ned Benson

KNIGHTS & LADIES OF PETER CLAVER	
David Young (Grand Knight)
Valerie Jenkins (Grand Lady) 

Confessions
Tuesday and Wednesday: 4:30–4:45 p.m.
Sunday: 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays: 3:45–4:15 p.m. 
Other times by appointment 

Mass Intentions
Mass stipends are $5 each. Call the parish office.

Bulletin Information
Send your information via Email to: 
jweathers@cdlex.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE SCHEDULE:
To be included in the April 5, 2026 bulletin, 
please submit information before or by noon 
on Friday, March 27, 2026.

(We reserve the right to edit your ad size.)

NULLITY FIELD ADVOCATES
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  Danumba@cdlex.org
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org 
Nita Clarke  •  (859) 317–3719 
nitaclarke06@gmail.com

PROPERTY
Chris Weathers, Elmer Ellis,
David Young, John Gerton

FACILITY MANAGER
Greg Gerton

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS (2025)
James Keene (Chair), Priscilla Johnson,  
Amy O. Smith, Elmer Ellis, John Gerton,  
Charlene Young, Felecia LaPrelle-Leach,  
Djakarta Ellis, Elnoel Akwa, Ima Ebong

Marriage
Parishioners planning to be married at St. Peter 
Claver should contact the parish office at least six
months in advance.

RCIA/OCIA
Wednesday: 6–7:15 p.m.
This is a process open to adults and children 
interested in joining the Catholic Faith.
If interested, contact Deacon James Weathers at 
(859) 254–0030 or jweathers@cdlex.org or  
Beth Ross  •  rossbt2@gmail.com
Maria Fischer-Boothe  •  mgfischerboothe2012@
gmail.com 

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms may be obtained by contacting 
the parish office or through the website. Active 
membership is determined by the following: 
1)	 Completed registration form.
2)	 Faithful attendance at Mass on Sunday  

and Holy days.
3)	 Support of the parish through time,  

talent and treasure.

CCD SACRAMENTAL PREP
Please contact Deacon James Weathers at  
(859) 254–0030 or jweathers@cdlex.org or  
Nita Clarke at (859) 317–3719 or  
nitaclarke06@gmail.com

Address Change
If you have moved or changed your phone 
number in the last six months, please give this 
information to the parish office (859) 254–0030. 
It’s important to keep our data current.

Liturgy Ministers Attire
MALES: Suit or shirt & tie
FEMALES: Pant suit, suit, skirt & blouse or dress.
Please, no miniskirt, low back, or spaghetti strap 
dresses.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
First Sunday of each month, we recognize individ-
uals and couples with birthdays or anniversaries 
for the month.

Eating & Drinking Policy
Your worship space is sacred and important to 
all of us. Eating and drinking is not permissible 
inside of church sanctuary.

No Smoking Policy
All churches in the diocese have a No Smoking 
policy. Please smoke only in the designated  
areas outside.

ONLINE GIVING (Offertory, Building Fund 
& St. Peter Claver Legacy Tree of Life)
Go to our website www.cdlex.org/stpeterclaver 
click on DONATE and follow the easy directions.  
Or go directly to https://tinyurl.com/3zd3vvdf 
You may also use your smart phone 
to scan in the QR code. 

If you have any questions or need 
assistance in setting up your online 
giving, please contact our Business 
Manager, Christina Weathers at (859) 254–0030.
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Patron Saint of Racial Justice and of Philanthropists

Saint Katharine Drexel, SBS (born Catherine Mary Drexel; 
November 26, 1858–March 3, 1955) was an American 
Catholic religious sister and educator. In 1891, she found-

ed the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, a religious congregation 
serving Black and Indigenous Americans. St. Katharine Drexel is 
the second American-born saint to be canonized by the Catholic 
Church. This amazing woman was an heiress to a large bequest 
who became a religious sister and a brilliant educator.

EARLY LIFE
Catherine Marie Drexel was born on November 26, 1858, in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Francis Anthony Drexel and 
Hannah Langstroth. She had an older sister, Elizabeth. Her 
family owned a considerable banking fortune. Katharine’s 
mother Hannah died five weeks after her birth, and Anthony 
Joseph and his wife Ellen cared for Katharine and Elizabeth for 
the next two years. Her father married Emma Bouvier in 1860, 
brought his older children home, and had a third daughter, 
Louise, in 1863.

The girls grew up in a wealthy and religious household with 
charitable principles. Emma regularly distributed food and 
clothing at her home to people.

The family lived on a 90-acre estate, in the Torresdale section 
of Philadelphia, named St. Michel, in honor of Saint Michael, 
the archangel. James O’Connor was pastor of St. Dominic’s in 
the nearby Holmesburg section of Philadelphia, and served 
as chaplain to the Society of the Sacred Heart at their mother-
house at Eden Hall in Torresdale, where Katharine’s maternal 
aunt was mother superior.

In 1876, James O’Connor was appointed vicar apostolic 
of Nebraska, an area that covered Nebraska, northeastern 
Colorado, Wyoming, and parts of Utah, Montana, and the 
Dakotas. He was consecrated titular Bishop of Dibona at the 
chapel at Eden Hall. Katharine was awakened to the plight of 
indigenous American people during a family trip to the  
Western United States and was inspired.

RELIGIOUS WORK
In these early years, Drexel traveled extensively, both in her 

home country and abroad. In 1886, 
during an audience with Pope Leo XIII, 
she was urged to become a missionary 
and to realize her desire to assist the 
Native American and African American 
population in the country. In 1889, 
Katharine Drexel fulfilled that wish by 
entering a convent of the Sisters of  
Mercy and in February 1891, she found-
ed the Congregation of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Col-
ored People. Drexel decided to establish 
the congregation to address the needs of 
Native Americans and African Americans 
in the southern and western United States, as well as the poor 
black communities. She served as first Superior General of the 
congregation and held that position until 1937, when illness 
made it necessary that she retire from active administration.

An appeal by the late Archbishop James H. Blenk brought 
Mother Katharine to New Orleans in 1915 to open the way for 
the education of the black youth in the city. This led to the  
purchase of the old Southern University site, and establishing 
Xavier High School, later known as Xavier Preparatory School. 
She financed more than 60 missions and schools around the 
United States, as well as founding Xavier University of Louisiana 
— the only historically Black and Catholic university in the Unit-
ed States. She financed Mother Loyola, the blood sister and suc-
cessor of foundress Lucy Eaton Smith of the Dominican Sisters 
of St. Catherine de’ Ricci, to care for Afro-Cuban children in 
Havana, Cuba during and after the Spanish–American War. The 
children had been orphaned by the war, and no other church 
or government entity was willing to support them because they 
were children of color.

BEATIFICATION, CANONIZATION AND REMEMBRANCE
Drexel was beatified by Pope John Paul II on November 20, 
1988, when her first miracle through prayer, healing the severe 
ear infection of teenage Robert Gutherman in 1974, was ac-
cepted. She was canonized on October 1, 2000, when her 1994 
miracle reversing congenital deafness in 2-year old Amy Wall 
was recognized.

The Vatican cites a fourfold legacy of Drexel:
•	 A love of the Eucharist and perspective on the unity of  

all peoples;
•	 courage and initiative in addressing social inequality among 

minorities;
•	 her efforts to achieve quality education for all; and selfless 

service, including the donation of her inheritance, for the 
victims of injustice.
Her feast day is observed on March 3, the anniversary of  

her death.

St. Katharine Drexel, SBS

HISTORICAL NOTES Celebrating 
Women’s History Month
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: March 22–28, 2026  •  Fifth Sunday of Lent

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

African Attire.................................. First Sunday of each month
Bible Study.............................................. Thursday, 5:45–7 p.m.
Liturgy Committee.......................................................Quarterly
Parish Council................................ Fourth Thursday, 4:30 p.m.
Adult Choir & Men’s Choir.............................Thursday, 7 p.m.

Youth Group/Choir.......................................................Seasonal
Knights of Peter Claver.......... First Sunday, after 10 a.m. Mass
Ladies of Peter Claver............. First Sunday, after 10 a.m. Mass
RCIA/OCIA................................ Every Sunday, 8:30–9:40 a.m.
CCD/CYO.......................First & Third Wednesdays, 6–7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 24–May 19, 7–8:30 p.m.: A discussion series on Sexual Integrity for Individuals and Families: A Series of Conversations 
for Adults about Love, Lust, and Pornography at the Catholic Center (1310 West Main St., Lexington); Sponsored by Catholic in 
Recovery (CIR) and the Diocese of Lexington’s Family Life Office, (see ad on page 8 for more information).

Wednesdays, March 25–May 13, 2026, 7–9 p.m.: Journey of Hope (an 8-week divorce recovery course) at the Catholic Center (1310 West 
Main St., Lexington), (see ad on page 7 for more information).

Friday, March 27, 2026, 11 a.m.–6:30 p.m.: SPC Fish Fry at St. Peter Claver (see ad on page 6 for more information).

Friday, March 27, 2026, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.: Look Good, Feel Good Lex (an event for job seekers) at Greyline Station (101 W. Loudon Ave., 
Lexington, KY 40508), (see ad on page 6 for more information).

IMPORTANT DATES

NEXT WEEKEND LITURGY SCHEDULE: March 28–29, 2026  •  Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Saturday, March 28 (No Mass) Sunday, March 29 (10 a.m. Gospel Mass)

Presiders: Fr. Damian Anumba, Dcn. James Weathers
Eucharistic Ministers: Jackie Phillips, John Phillips
Ushers: Ingrad Bisseh, Charlene Young, David Young, Elmer Ellis, 

D´Jakarta Ellis
Servers: Natalia Brooks, Kamella Brooks, Thérèse Boothe, Aarabella Floyd
Lectors: Felecia LaPrelle-Leach, Makenzie Brooks
Response: NA
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The 40 days and 40 nights prior to Easter are 
known as Lent.

The temptation of Jesus Christ is detailed in the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. (Matthew 
4:1–11). According to these texts, after being baptized 
by Saint John the Baptist, Jesus fasted for forty days 
and nights in the Judaean Desert. During this time, 
Satan appeared to Jesus and tried to tempt him by ev-
ery temptation imaginable. After Jesus having refused 
each temptation, the Devil then departed and Jesus re-
turned to Galilee to begin his ministry. The Holy Season 
of Lent commemorates Jesus’ temptation in the desert.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Catholics attend 
Mass and receive ashes on their foreheads to remind 
us that “from dust we came; to dust we shall return”. 

Lent is the season of penance, prayer, almsgiving 
and self-denial. Just like the Holy Season of Advent, 
Catholics are obliged to received the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist during the Holy Season 
of Lent.

Catholics are encouraged to fast throughout the en-
tire duration of Lent, except on Sundays. On Fridays 
during Lent, Catholics must abstain from meat. Cath-
olics must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
Fasting is the reduction of intake of food. 

The fourth Sunday of Lent is called “Laetare” or 
“joyful” in Latin. Just like during the Holy Season of 
Advent, the Priest and Deacon wear Rose vestments. 
The sixth Sunday of Lent is Palm Sunday which will be 
March 29 and begins Holy Week which includes Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil (Easter Tridu-
um). OCIA catechumens and candidates are initiated 
the evening of Easter Vigil which begins at sundown.

Sunday, March 22....................Third Scrutiny OCIA 

Wednesday, March 25.............Parish Reconciliation

Friday, March 27......................Fish Fry; 11 a.m.–1 p.m. & 4–7 p.m.

Friday, March 27......................Stations of The Cross 
	 (Mary’s Way of the Cross); 5 p.m.

Sunday, March 29....................Palm Sunday; 10 a.m. Gospel Mass; 
	 1 p.m. (Congolese Mass)

Tuesday, March 31...................Chrism Mass; 10 a.m.

Wednesday, April 1.................First Eucharist Retreat / Reconciliation

Thursday, April 2......................Holy Thursday; 5 p.m. Mass (with washing of feet) 

Friday, April 3...........................Good Friday; 5 p.m. Mass

Friday, April 3...........................NO First Friday Devotion to the Sacred 
	 Heart of Jesus this month

Friday, April 3...........................Congolese Retreat; 9 a.m.; 
	 Stations of the Cross 2 p.m.; Mass 3–4 p.m.

Saturday, April 4......................Rite of Preparation (OCIA); 10 a.m.
	 Easter Vigil (OCIA); at dusk (Easter fire)

Sunday, April 5.........................Easter Sunday; 10 a.m. Gospel Mass; 
	 1 p.m. (Congolese Mass)

Wednesday, April 15...............Confirmation Reconciliation & Practice; 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 19......................Confirmation

Wed., April 22; April 26..........First Eucharist Practice

Sunday, April 26......................First Eucharist

2026 LENTEN SCHEDULE

•	Misa ya muungano wa parokia itasomwa na padri Damian

•	Saa inne asubui (10 a.m.)

•	Saa kumi na moja jiono (5 p.m.)

•	Njia ya msalaba itakuwa kila siku ya tano mtandaoni kwa kila shirika.

•	Siku ya tano takatifu (Good Friday)

•	Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are obligatory days of fasting 
and abstinence for Catholics. In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence. 

•	For members of the Latin Catholic 
Church, the norms on fasting are 
obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 

•	When fasting, a person is permitted 
to eat one full meal, as well as two 
smaller meals that together are not 
equal to a full meal. 

•	The norms concerning abstinence 
from meat are binding upon 
members of the Latin Catholic 
Church from age 14 onwards.

fasting & abstinence

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, 3/21: Parish  •  Sunday, 3/22: Parish

Mpango Wa Misa Na Ibada Ya Kipindi Cha Kwarezma Mwaka ‘A’
•	mafungo ya roho kwa watu wote itaanza 9 a.m.

•	Njia ya msalaba itaanza 2 p.m.

•	Kuabudu msalaba itaanza 3 p.m. 

•	Makesha ya Paska itaanza 6 p.m. na itakuwa misa ya muungano wa parokia.

•	Misa ya Paska mchana itaanza 1 p.m.

NEW MASS
St. Peter Claver

added a new weekday Mass 
on Thursday at noon.

STATIONS 
of THE CROSS
Mary’s Way of the Cross

Friday, March 27  •  5 p.m. 
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for Divorced /Separated Catholics

Cost: $50 (scholarships available)
Register online by March 23, at cdlex.org/JOH

For info, email lexjourneyofhope@cdlex.org
or call/text Lee at (859) 229–1038  
or Mike at (859) 619–8440.
No one should suffer through divorce alone.
Are you feeling lost, sad, or angry; or  
wondering how to move forward with  
your life because of divorce or separation?  
Join others in your Catholic community  
finding God’s love, forgiveness, and healing.
Journey of Hope, an 8-week divorce recovery  
course led by Catholics who have walked  
through divorce themselves, offers hope, healing, 
and guidance on important and sometimes  
misunderstood issues that result from divorce. 
The emphasis on prayer, scripture, and the  
teachings of the Catholic Church leads to  
healing and a deeper relationship with  
Jesus Christ.

DIVORCED.  CATHOLIC.  NOW WHAT?

A peer ministry of the 
Family Life Office of 
the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Lexington

Wednesdays  •  March 25–May 13, 2026  •   7–9 p.m.
THE CATHOLIC CENTER  •  1310 W. Main St., Lexington, KY

Our 2026 Book Scholarship 
will be awarded to a graduating high school student 

from St. Peter Claver Catholic Church.

Need extra money for books?

8th ANNUAL 
BOOK SCHOLARSHIP

SPONSORED BY: 
THE LADIES & 
KNIGHTS OF 
PETER CLAVER

DEADLINE: MAY 17, 2026

For more information, please contact 
Grand Lady Valerie Jenkins at (954) 292–3110
Grand Knight David Young at (859) 361–5372

Friday, March 27
11 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

MENU:
Fish, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, 
Hushpuppies 

TICKET PRICES: 
Dinner tickets $15  
Sandwich tickets $8

Desserts will  
also be  
available  
for purchase.

The church will be selling 
tickets on Saturday, March 
21 and Sunday March 22

(The church suggests  
each family buy a  
minimum of 2 dinner 
tickets.)

NOTE:  
Food will not  
be served  
without a ticket; 

Carryout orders  
larger than 10,  
call 254–0030  
1 hour before pickup.

LASTWEEKENDto buy tickets.

MEETINGS

GOLDEN MINISTRY

Meetings are on Thursday • St. Peter Claver, Church Hall

1st Thursday: Community Service off site. 
2nd Thursday: 10:30 a.m. – Noon
3rd and 4th Thursday: 1:30 – 3 p.m.
If there’s a 5th Thursday: 10:30 a.m. or a planned 

outside activity.

Contact person: Patricia Laprelle 
Patricia.laprelle1@icloud.com  
(859) 321– 8124 call or text

HEALTH MINISTRY

Blood Pressure checks on the First Sunday of every 
month; April 5, 2026 (Beth), after the 10 a.m. Mass.

Contact persons:  
Martha Crumbie • mjcrumbie@aol.com • (859) 396–5178
Kris Miller • ck2304@aol.com • (859) 351–4253

Every member of our parish community of 
faith is being asked to:

Reflect on how great God has blessed us as 
a parish. Be thankful for our individual 
blessings and prayerfully consider how your 
gift can reflect your gratitude to God and 
SPC. May we be filled with the same Spirit as 
we work to fund the cost of our new parking 
lot addition.

PARKING LOT PROJECT

Projected Parking Lot Expenses: $400,000

BUILDING FUND REPORT
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SECOND COLLECTION 

Change Lives this Lent
When you give to CRS Rice Bowl, you help families around the world overcome 
hunger and poverty. Thank you for spreading hope and changing lives this Lent.

End World Hunger with CRS Rice Bowl
By donating to CRS Rice Bowl, you help provide lifesaving support to people 
around the world. But did you know your generosity also helps your local 
diocese? Twenty-five percent of every donation stays in your community 
to fight hunger and poverty, while 75% supports vital Catholic Relief Services 
programs around the world. Thank you for your compassion and for making a 
profound difference globally and locally.

Rice Bowl Lenten Program
From Ash Wednesday (February 18) through Easter (April 5)

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief 
Services, the official international humanitarian agency 

of the Catholic community in the United States.
For more information, please visit: 

www.crsricebowl.org

If you have any questions, please contact the 
parish office at (859) 254–0030.

When you make a donation to the Legacy Tree of 
Life, your name and or personalized message will 
be engraved on a Bronze Leaf.

Bronze Leaf: 
$125 (cash or check);  
$130 (debit or credit card).

Leaves are approximately 4” wide x 1.56” high. 
Each leaf will be personalized up to 2 lines, 20 
characters per line (including punctuation and 
blank spaces). 

To make your donation, go to  
https://tinyurl.com/7wz35p5e  
You may also use your smart  
phone to scan in the QR code. 

LEGACY TREE OF LIFE
(Donor Tree)


