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ST. PETER CLAVER CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT

At St. Peter Claver we are a community of faith made up of  
parishioners who uphold the Catholic tradition. We believe in a  
community, which supports families and children, transcending  
racial, economic, and geographic boundaries for the purpose of  
worship, religious education, outreach and fellowship. St. Peter  
Claver promotes a worship environment that is visually and spiritually  
Afrocentric. The Eucharist is the source of the energy that moves us to  
community service and evangelization. This is done in concert with other 
Christian communities under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
APRIL 5, 2026
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ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC CHURCH 
485 West Fourth Street  
Lexington, KY 40508
Phone: (859) 254–0030
Web: spclex.org
Email: stpeterclaver@cdlex.org

Office Hours
Tuesday–Friday: 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

After-hours Emergency
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  (609) 457–0034
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE  
OF LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY
Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv.
1310 West Main Street
Lexington, KY 40508
Phone: (859) 253–1993  •  Web: cdlex.org

PARISH STAFF
BUSINESS MANAGER
Christina Weathers  •  cweathers@cdlex.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Karen Baumgartner  •  kbaumgartner@cdlex.org

PARISH LIFE DIRECTOR & LITURGY
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org

SCRIPTURE STUDY
Deacon Eddie Grider  •  (859) 312–7860
egrider@cdlex.org

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (DRE)
Maria Fischer-Boothe  •  (859) 227–2319  
mgfischerboothe2012@gmail.com

YOUNG ADULTS
NA

SACRAMENTS 
Infant Baptism
If you’re interested in having your infant or  
child baptized, please contact the office at 
(859) 254–0030 for parent preparation class 
information. Classes are held as needed.

Anointing of the Sick
The Sacrament of the Sick can be received 
periodically at the Sunday Liturgy and upon 
request. For emergencies, please call Fr. Damian 
Anumba at (609) 457–0034. Please notify the 
parish office for visits or communion calls to the 
sick and shut-ins.

Pastor
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  Danumba@cdlex.org

Deacon 
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org

Weekday Mass Schedule
Tuesday & Wednesday: 5 p.m.
NEW MASS  Thursday: Noon  •  Holy Days: 5 p.m.

Weekend Mass Schedule
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Saturdays: 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 
4th Saturday: (No Mass) 
Sunday: 10 a.m. Gospel Mass; 1 p.m. (Congolese 
Mass) 

MASS LIVE STREAM
https://tinyurl.com/yhj4ea67

YOUTH CYO EVENTS	
Elnoel Akwa

CHOIR MUSICIANS
Michael Elery (Choir Leader: (859) 619–8502)  
Charles Little, Xana Plum

FINANCE COUNCIL
Jerry Cheatham (Chair)
Committee Members: Sarah Turley, David Young,  
Amy O. Daniel, Christina Weathers

FUNDRAISING/FINANCE MEMBERS 
James Keene, Ned Benson

KNIGHTS & LADIES OF PETER CLAVER	
David Young (Grand Knight)
Valerie Jenkins (Grand Lady) 

Confessions
Tuesday and Wednesday: 4:30–4:45 p.m.
Sunday: 9:15–9:45 a.m. 
1st, 2nd & 3rd Saturdays: 3:45–4:15 p.m. 
Other times by appointment 

Mass Intentions
Mass stipends are $5 each. Call the parish office.

Bulletin Information
Send your information via Email to: 
jweathers@cdlex.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE SCHEDULE:
To be included in the April 19, 2026 bulletin, 
please submit information before or by noon 
on Friday, April 10, 2026.

(We reserve the right to edit your ad size.)

NULLITY FIELD ADVOCATES
Fr. Damian Anumba  •  Danumba@cdlex.org
Deacon James Weathers  •  jweathers@cdlex.org 
Nita Clarke  •  (859) 317–3719 
nitaclarke06@gmail.com

PROPERTY
Chris Weathers, Elmer Ellis,
David Young, John Gerton

FACILITY MANAGER
Greg Gerton

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS (2025)
James Keene (Chair), Priscilla Johnson,  
Amy O. Smith, Elmer Ellis, John Gerton,  
Charlene Young, Felecia LaPrelle-Leach,  
Djakarta Ellis, Elnoel Akwa, Ima Ebong

Marriage
Parishioners planning to be married at St. Peter 
Claver should contact the parish office at least six
months in advance.

RCIA/OCIA
Wednesday: 6–7:15 p.m.
This is a process open to adults and children 
interested in joining the Catholic Faith.
If interested, contact Deacon James Weathers at 
(859) 254–0030 or jweathers@cdlex.org or  
Beth Ross  •  rossbt2@gmail.com
Maria Fischer-Boothe  •  mgfischerboothe2012@
gmail.com 

PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration forms may be obtained by contacting 
the parish office or through the website. Active 
membership is determined by the following: 
1)	 Completed registration form.
2)	 Faithful attendance at Mass on Sunday  

and Holy days.
3)	 Support of the parish through time,  

talent and treasure.

CCD SACRAMENTAL PREP
Please contact Deacon James Weathers at  
(859) 254–0030 or jweathers@cdlex.org or  
Nita Clarke at (859) 317–3719 or  
nitaclarke06@gmail.com

Address Change
If you have moved or changed your phone 
number in the last six months, please give this 
information to the parish office (859) 254–0030. 
It’s important to keep our data current.

Liturgy Ministers Attire
MALES: Suit or shirt & tie
FEMALES: Pant suit, suit, skirt & blouse or dress.
Please, no miniskirt, low back, or spaghetti strap 
dresses.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
First Sunday of each month, we recognize individ-
uals and couples with birthdays or anniversaries 
for the month.

Eating & Drinking Policy
Your worship space is sacred and important to 
all of us. Eating and drinking is not permissible 
inside of church sanctuary.

No Smoking Policy
All churches in the diocese have a No Smoking 
policy. Please smoke only in the designated  
areas outside.

ONLINE GIVING (Offertory, Building  
Fund, St. Peter Claver Legacy Tree of Life, 
and Christmas Outreach Donation)
Go to our website spclex.org, click on the DONATE 
button to go to the Donation page.  

If you have any questions or need assistance in 
setting up your online giving, please contact  
our Business Manager, Christina Weathers at  
(859) 254–0030.
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Fr. Damian Anumba, MSSCC

May the joy and hope of this Easter season fill your heart and home. Happy Easter!

Dear Beloved SPC Family: 
Grace and peace to you in this holy season of Easter! Easter is a powerful 

celebration of hope, renewal, and the triumph of life over darkness, centered on the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It serves as a reminder that even in the darkest moments, 
new beginnings are possible, offering forgiveness, joy, and the promise of eternal life.

The Easter message revolves around Jesus’ eternal nature, resurrection, sustaining 
power, and his role as a faithful witness to God’s truth.

The resurrection of Jesus is a central aspect of the Easter celebration. It brings 
hope and joy to Christians as it affirms the truth that Jesus is alive and reigns as the 
savior of the world. Despite whatever circumstances one may be facing, Jesus is there 
as the ruling, reigning, and risen savior, offering us support and guidance!

Key Points to reflect on during this Easter Season:

•	 He is Risen: The central message is one of victory—Jesus is alive, reigning as Savior, 
and offers his presence, support, and guidance to us today.

•	 Hope in Darkness: Just as the disciples moved from despair to joy, today’s world is 
in desperate need of hope. With instability and troubling events abounding, people 
are grasping for hope in various ways, Easter proves that God can bring life out of 
situations that seem dead or hopeless.

•	 Renewal & Transformation: The resurrection is an invitation to leave behind 
old habits and embrace a new, transformed life, guided by love rather than fear. 
Consider which areas of your life are ready for a fresh start. Easter encourages us  
to “rise up in the light of life,” letting go of old habits or burdens to embrace a 
more purposeful path.

•	 The Power of Love: Easter demonstrates that God’s love is more powerful than 
death and stronger than hate, ego, or pride. Think about the concept of “Greater 
Love”—laying down one’s life for others. This sacrifice is seen as the ultimate act  
of mercy, calling us to extend that same grace and forgiveness to those around us.

•	 A Fresh Start: It is a time to accept that we are forgiven and to view our lives 
through the lens of resurrection, not our past mistakes. 

•	 A Gift of Peace: The resurrection offers a new perspective, allowing us to face  
life’s challenges with the confidence that light will overcome darkness.

•	 Live as New Creations: We are called to live as people of the resurrection, bringing 
love, compassion, and hope into the world.

On behalf of myself, Deacons James and Eddie and their wives and the parish  
staff, Karen, and Greg, we wish you a blessed Easter filled with the light and joy of  
the Risen Lord”. 

Happy Easter!
Fr. Damian Anumba MSSCC
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE: April 5–11, 2026  •  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

African Attire.................................. First Sunday of each month
Bible Study.............................................. Thursday, 5:45–7 p.m.
Liturgy Committee.......................................................Quarterly
Parish Council................................ Fourth Thursday, 4:30 p.m.
Adult Choir & Men’s Choir.............................Thursday, 7 p.m.

Youth Group/Choir.......................................................Seasonal
Knights of Peter Claver.......... First Sunday, after 10 a.m. Mass
Ladies of Peter Claver............. First Sunday, after 10 a.m. Mass
RCIA/OCIA................................ Every Sunday, 8:30–9:40 a.m.
CCD/CYO.......................First & Third Wednesdays, 6–7 p.m.

Sunday, April 5, 2026, after the 10 a.m. Mass: Blood Pressure check at St. Peter Claver (see the announcement on page 7 for 
more information).

Monday, April 6–Friday, 10, 2026, 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.: Hunger Doesn’t Take a Spring Break (FREE lunch and activities for kids  
during Spring Break) at various locations in District 1), (see ad on page 8 for more information and the location near you).

Tuesdays, April 7, April 21, May 5 and May 19, 7–8:30 p.m.: A discussion series on Sexual Integrity for Individuals and Families: 
A Series of Conversations for Adults about Love, Lust, and Pornography at the Catholic Center (1310 West Main St., Lexington); 
Sponsored by Catholic in Recovery (CIR) and the Diocese of Lexington’s Family Life Office; (see ad on page 7 for more 
information).

IMPORTANT DATES
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NEXT WEEKEND LITURGY SCHEDULE: April 11–12, 2026  •  2nd Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)

Saturday, April 11: 4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

Presiders: Fr. Damian Anumba, Dcn. James Weathers
Eucharistic Ministers: Sharon Smith, Cheryl Bogarty
Ushers: Alyce Graves, Cheryl Bogarty
Server: Eli Blair
Lector: Christy Rickert
Response: NA

Sunday, April 12: 10 a.m. Gospel Mass

Presiders: Fr. Damian Anumba, Dcn. James Weathers

Eucharistic Ministers: Elnoel Akwa, Ned Benson

Ushers: James Keene, James Gerton, Stephanie Hogan, 
Kris Miller, Chuck Bond

Servers: Arabella Floyd, Xavier Caird, Thérèse Boothe

Lectors: Dave Baumgartner, Priscilla Johnson

Gift Bearers: Tim & Pam Gillard

Response: NA

Saint Peter Claver Parish Welcomes New Pastor  

Father Damian Anumba, MSSCC, stepped upon the altar 
at St. Peter Claver Parish and was welcomed as the new 
pastor during the weekend of July 12 and 13, 2025. The 

steady sound of African drums set the pace of the procession of 
the mass while the gospel choir raised their voices in singing In 
the Name of Jesus.

“God is good” Father Damian said to begin his homily.
“All the time”, the assembly responded.
“And all the time”, he continued.
“God is good”! the assembly repeated the familiar greeting of 

Father Norman Fischer whose untimely death in July of 2024 
led to this moment.

“He eludes warmth and sincerity,” Michelle Yeasayer, Trans-
plant Coordinator and Physician Assistant of the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital said. “His message was clear and heartfelt. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the mass and truly believe that Father 
Damian is a wonderful fit for our parish.”

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS

Beth Ross, retired respira-
tory therapist at St. Joseph 
hospital, stated that “I think 
we all took a deep breath 
and knew that God had sent 
us a very spirit filled priest to 
lead us.”

“The teaching was defi-
nitely a revelation to me!” 
Said Dr. Melissa Leverette, 
specializing in nutrition and 
chiropractic care. “I had 
never considered the defini-
tion of what Jesus means by 
‘neighbor’ but Fr. Damian 
explained it thoroughly.”

Associate Professor of History and African-American and Afri-
cana Studies, Hilary Jones stated that there were tears, “tears for 
sure but I also sensed that the congregation felt relief and joy!”

Originally from Nigeria in West Africa, Fr. Damian is the 
fourth child of six siblings. He was educated from elementary 
school through seminary in Nigeria and was ordained a priest 
under the religious congregation of the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.

In 2017, Fr. Damian came to the United States and was as-
signed to his community in Linwood, New Jersey.

“It was really exciting and inspiring to work with people of 
various cultures and ideologies in New Jersey.  After two years in 
New Jersey, through the request and help of Bishop John Stowe, 
I came to the Diocese of Lexington in 2019 and was assigned as 
a parochial vicar at the Cathedral of Christ the King where I was 
able to study Clinical Pastoral Education, CPE, at the University 
of Kentucky.”

In 2021, Fr. Damiam was assigned by Bishop John to be the 
pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Corbin.

“I served there until the end of June, 2025. My experience in 
Corbin was awesome and amazing! The people were so good 
and supportive to my pastoral ministry. And now I feel so bless-
ed and honored to be at St. Peter Claver as the pastor. It has 
been beautifully amazing so far.”

Fr. Damian stated that he enjoys table tennis (ping pong), 
basketball and tennis.

“I also enjoy reading philosophical books and good novels.” 
He continued. “I enjoy hiking, fishing and traveling, meeting 
new people, experiencing new cultures and the adventures that 
God has in store for me.”

Fr. Damian Anumba, MSSCC

Our bulletin is introducing a new column named “Getting To Know Our Neighbors”. This new column will be written by Nita 
Clarke on a monthly basis. Nita will be interviewing priests, staff and parishioners in our diocese; and especially the parishioners  
of St. Peter Claver’s parish. This is an opportunity for us to get to know our friends and neighbors in our parish and diocese.

Fr. Damian Anumba celebrating his first mass at St. Peter Claver on July 13, 2025.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 4: Parish  •  Sunday, April 5: Parish

NEW MASS
St. Peter Claver

added a new weekday Mass 
on Thursday at noon.

1)	On a browser such as Chrome, Firefox or 
Safari, go to formed.org/signup

2)	Click on “Continue to Sign Up/Login”
3)	A page will open with a box that says, 

“Sign in or Create an Account.” Enter 
and confirm your email address. Enter your 
name. (Phone number is optional.)

4)	Click the box to agree to the Terms of Use, 
then click “Sign Up.”

5)	Select your parish by entering its zip code 
(40508), then click “Submit.”

6)	You may then create an optional password. 
If you choose not to do so, you may be 
asked to retrieve a 6-digit code from your 
email to log in.

7)	After logging in on a browser, you may 
download the free Formed App through 
the usual places you find your apps.

FORMED SIGN UP INSTRUCTIONS

Several parishes in the Diocese of Lexington have been using 
formed.org and have found it fruitful. Our parish has been 
gifted a parish-wide subscription to this excellent resource 
for Catholics — young and old, individually, for the family, or 
a ministry, new to the Catholic faith or well catechized — it’s 
available to you with a few easy steps to follow.

BY NITA CLARKE
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Our 2026 Book Scholarship will be awarded to a graduating 
high school student from St. Peter Claver Catholic Church.

Need extra money for books?

8th ANNUAL 
BOOK SCHOLARSHIP

SPONSORED BY: 
THE LADIES & 
KNIGHTS OF 
PETER CLAVER

DEADLINE: MAY 17, 2026

For more information, please contact 
Grand Lady Valerie Jenkins at (954) 292–3110
Grand Knight David Young at (859) 361–5372

MEETINGS
GOLDEN MINISTRY

Meetings are on Thursday • St. Peter Claver, 
Church Hall

1st Thursday: Community Service off site. 
2nd Thursday: 10:30 a.m. – Noon
3rd and 4th Thursday: 1:30 – 3 p.m.
If there’s a 5th Thursday: 10:30 a.m. or a 

planned outside activity.

Contact person: Patricia Laprelle 
Patricia.laprelle1@icloud.com  
(859) 321– 8124 call or text

St. Peter Claver  
Golden Ministry Mission Statement:
The Golden Ministry of St. Peter Claver is a seasoned 
group of men and women, age 55 and older. We 
aspire to bring the golden community together through 
fellowship, companionship and sharing of our faith 
while planning and participating in activities of fun, 
adventure and helping others with the strength of God 
and Christian faith. 

HEALTH MINISTRY

Blood Pressure checks on the First Sunday of 
every month; April 5, 2026 (Beth),  
after the 10 a.m. Mass.

Contact persons:  
Martha Crumbie  
mjcrumbie@aol.com • (859) 396–5178
Kris Miller • ck2304@aol.com • (859) 351–4253

St. Peter Claver Health Ministry’s Mission:
St. Peter Claver Health Ministry’s Mission is to support 
the vision and ministry of the church by providing 
resources, information, health fairs, and other programs. 
To empower individuals to take active roles in managing 
their health and modifying their behaviors to live longer.
Purpose:
To Promote Health as a part of faith and to care for 
our congregation and surrounding community by 
advocating for optimal health and wellness. To promote 
preventative health measures to help the congregation 
and community maintain overall health through 
initiatives such as:
•	 Exercise Programs
•	 Blood Pressure and other Screenings
•	 Health awareness/education
•	 Volunteer activities and outreach
•	 Support group formation
•	 Informational Speakers

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Contact information: SPCECKY@gmail.com 
Jason Akwa, Elnoel Akwa, Morgan Lincoln, 
Mayce Brothers, Keylan Joyce, Tate Sams, 
Martha Crumbie

TODAY SUNDAYAPRIL 5
FROM	 IN MEMORY/HONOR OF
Drs. Denis Aliker & Ima Ebong............. All who have died in war; Victims of gun violence 
	 Parents who have miscarried; Children who are orphaned
Mr.  & Mrs. David Baumgartner............ Henry & Doris Waits; Mary Mitchel; Paul Baumgartner; Jim Phelps
Vache Beckham....................................... Parish
Wayne Bond............................................ Bennie Bond; Francis Bond; Lona Bond; Jerome Bond
Mary Margaret Brown............................ Emily Washington; Mary Coffey
Susan Brown............................................ Parish
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Caird........................... Parish
Mr. Jerry Cheatham................................ Karen Cheatham
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Cocanougher............. Parish
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Elery....................... Dolores Collazo
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Fryer.............................. Gladys Wheatley; Anna Mae Fryer; Fr. Norman Fischer; Billy Fryer
Alyce Graves............................................. Earl Mattingly, Sr.; Earl Mattingly, Jr.; Mary Elizabeth Thompson
Priscilla Johnson...................................... Mary Fogle; George Fogle; John T. Fogle; Charles Givens; Margaret Elery; Fr. Norman Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Kuhn............................. John Parker Kuhn
Mr. & Mrs. Dirk Morris........................... Amos C. Williams; Susan George 
Mr. & Mrs. John Phillips......................... Phillips Family; Langford Family; Bowman Family
Mary Jo Quinn......................................... Josh Bryan; Quinn Family; Leonard Family
Sheryl Rice............................................... John Rice, Jr. 
Christy Rickert......................................... Wayne & Nancy Rickert; Jake Rickert	
Gregory & Trudy Smetanko................... Parish
Amy Smith............................................... Raphel O’Daniel; John O’Daniel; Mary Mitchell
Dr. Amanda Sokan.................................. Parish
Chris Weathers........................................ Parish
Dcn. James & Christina Weathers......... Weathers Family & Thompson Family
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Weathers...................... Parish
Mr.  & Mrs. David Young........................ Parish
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SECOND COLLECTION 

Change Lives this Lent
When you give to CRS Rice Bowl, you help families around the world overcome 
hunger and poverty. Thank you for spreading hope and changing lives this Lent.

End World Hunger with CRS Rice Bowl
By donating to CRS Rice Bowl, you help provide lifesaving support to people 
around the world. But did you know your generosity also helps your local 
diocese? Twenty-five percent of every donation stays in your community 
to fight hunger and poverty, while 75% supports vital Catholic Relief Services 
programs around the world. Thank you for your compassion and for making a 
profound difference globally and locally.

Rice Bowl Lenten Program
From Ash Wednesday (February 18) through Easter (April 5)

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief 
Services, the official international humanitarian agency 

of the Catholic community in the United States.
For more information, please visit: 

www.crsricebowl.org

TURN INYOUR RICE BOWLTODAYApril 5

for making our Fish Fry 
a big success!

A complete report on earnings  
and expenses will be posted  

at the end of the month.


